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International Colloquium 

Eroticism and Sexuality(ies) in the Arts 

Call for submission of communications 

 

Host Institution: Center for Theater Studies at the University of Lisbon 

Curator: Bruno Schiappa 

Supervision: Fernando Guerreiro 

Cossupervision: Maria João Brilhante 

 

Due to the measures imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic, this colloquium will be in 

digital format and transmitted online. In time, access credentials will be communicated 

but the platform to be used will be ZOOM. 

The theme of this colloquium is “Manifestations of sexuality in theatrical performance: 

effects and consequences of an aesthetic, ethical and political scope of sensual and 

erotic stimulation through exhibition and voyeurism.” 

It will be held and broadcast on 26 and 27 November 2020, between 8 am and 8 pm in 

Portugal. 

Thinking about fantasies, various genres, reviewing concepts of homo and 

heteroerotism, marginal practices and orthodox practices, deviations in the latter and 

contexts of these deviations, incest, pedophilia, rape, seduction, nymphomania, 

autosexuality and all the others typologies that contribute to a greater recognition of the 

manifestations of sexuality in the arts, should be the starting point for the submitted 

communications. 

 The study of sexuality(ies) has gained ground in history, psychology, psychoanalysis, 

literature, sociology, that is, in the sciences that seek to understand how we process our 

experience in the world. Michel Foucault, Judith Butler, Pierre Philippe-Meden, George 

Bataille, David Le Breton, among others, addressed these issues, bringing new 

perspectives and knowledge to light. Today, it is essential to recognize more (and a 

greater number of) sexualities that, through the arts, manifest and break taboos that 

fettered them. The human being is diverse. So, too, is his dimension of desire. We can 

see that sexuality has a role in the configuration of individual and collective identities, 

through the materialization on stage, of these manifestations, which, although several 

directors and playwrights exposed in their works sexual acts, almost all of them were 

limited to acts that participated of an accepted and integrated sexuality in the canons. 

Rules of conduct and religious dogmas imposed strict sexual practices, often aimed at 

reproduction, and limited or prohibited others that did not conform to morals and good 
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customs. It follows that, for centuries, the persecution of deviant and deviated practices 

was violent and homicidal. 

Contrary to what globalization would suggest, although at the end of the century. XX 

there has been a liberation of sexual individuality, there is an increase of prejudice and 

“sexual xenophobia” in neighborhoods where the miscegenation between heterosexuals, 

homosexuals, transsexuals, cissexuals, bisexuals and individuals whose sexuality is not 

evident but who dress and behave up in an exotic way. 

How can the arts maintain a dialogue with the public and with society that allows 

(re)thinking the right to sexual desires, fantasies and practices freedom, it is also a 

premise that we launch as a challenge. 

The thematic axes will be found after gathering the selected communications. 

ATTENTION: The number of communications is limited to 15 

The presentation of communications grants a certificate. 

Due to the current weaknesses, it is not yet possible to announce which technological 

tools and platforms will be available for sharing sound and images. As soon as possible 

we will announce the vehicles. 

HOW TO SUBMIT A COMMUNICATION 

If you wish to submit a communication, please see the Submission Rules below and 

send your proposal until September 30, 2020 to mstsite2018@gmail.com 

Communications will last for 20m, followed by 10m of discussion. 

The selection of communications and panels will be made by the colloquium organizers 

and decisions will be communicated by October 30, 2020 

Congress languages: English, French, Portuguese. 

As this is an online Colloquium, there will be no payment from speakers. 

SUBMISSION STANDARDS 

Indicate: 

- Name, institution 

- Abstract of 300 words in English and in the language in which the communication will 

be presented (PT or FR), if not presented in English, written in a Word document, 

Times New Roman, 12pt., Space and a half. 

- Thematic area 

- CV with 100 words, including publications and / or creations. 

- Technological and technical equipment or procedures that you will use to understand 

if they will be suitable for this online format. 


